MDE, Program Preparation and Continuing Education Update 

December 5, 2003

New Teacher Preparation Standards 

· Standards for the preparation of foreign language, bilingual, and English as a Second Language teachers are in development.

· Standards for the preparation of school principals are posted on the web:  http://www.michigan.gov/mde/0,1607,7-140-5234_5683_6368-79440--,00.html  


The next version of NCLB may require “highly qualified” principals.

· Standards for the preparation of agricultural education teachers are in development.

Initial and Periodic Specialty Program Approval 

· A revised table is attached to this document indicating which consultant has responsibility for the review of each specialty program.  Please help us out by addressing your questions to the appropriate person.

· Volunteers are needed to assist with the review of specialty programs.  A volunteer application form is available on the web:  http://www.michigan.gov/documents/Reviewer_RegForm6_66740_7.03.doc  Reviewers for chemistry, physics, and earth science programs will be needed in January.

· NCATE visits were held in November at Marygrove College, Calvin College, and Eastern Michigan University.

Professional Development 

· On August 38, 2003, the State board of Education accepted an updated professional development vision and professional development standards.  Both the vision and the standards are available on the web: 


http://michigan.gov/documents/ProfDevStdsVISWStrategies_4_9_03_C61067__A62638_12_09_02_62686_7.pdf
New Teacher Induction and Mentoring Program Standards

· Proposed standards for Teacher Induction and Mentoring programs are posted on the web.  It is anticipated that these will be approved by the State Board of Education at their December 18th meeting.

 http://www.michigan.gov/documents/ProposedInductionMentoringStandards_C60165_12_09_02_62693_7.pdf
Teacher Code of Ethics

· A proposed Professional Educator’s Code of Conduct was recommended for approval by the Professional Standards Commission for Teachers and is attached to this update.  It is anticipated that this code will be approved by the State Board of Education at their December 18th meeting.
Implementing the Seventh Standard

· The seventh (technology) standard was added to the Entry-Level Standards for Michigan Teachers in 1998 and updated in October 2002 to ensure alignment with the International Society for Technology in Education – National Educational Technology Standards (ISTE-NETS) for Teachers.  A series of workshops will be held to support the implementation of the 7th standard in teacher preparation program.  The first workshop was held on October 10, 2001 and a second workshop is being planned for January 30, 2004. The focus of the January workshop will be assessment and accountability.  Attendees will have a chance to explore case studies, research findings, and review actual tools that will help as they develop components to meet state and national program review requirements.  You will be notified when registration information has been posted on the web.

Michigan Test for Teacher Certification

· New tests for chemistry, physics, economics, earth/space science, and basic skills writing are in development this year.

· You are reminded that the MTTC Registration Bulletin and Study Guides are available online:  http://www.mttc.nesinc.com/ 

· You are also reminded that a limited number of MTTC vouchers are sent once a year to teacher preparation institutions.  They may be used at the institution’s discretion for deserving candidates, but vouchers are not used each year.

First Aid and CPR

· Beginning July 1, 2004, in order to be certified, new teachers must possess a valid certificate of course completion for first aid training that includes cardiopulmonary resuscitation (CPR).  This training may be from the American Red Cross (ARC), the American Heart Association (AHA), or from a comparable organization approved by the Michigan Department of Education.  http://www.michiganlegislature.org/mileg.asp?page=getObject&objName=2003-HB-4038  


Michigan Department of Education staff will be meeting with representatives of the AHA and ARC in late 
January 2004.  We plan to develop a guide for institutions to address the array of programs options. 

New Name

· Please note that, in the Office of Professional Preparation Services,  the Program Preparation and Continuing Education Unit has a new name.  We are now the Professional Preparation and Development Unit.
For further information form the Professional Preparation and Development Unit, please contact:

· Cheryl Poole, Professional Development Consultant, 517- 241-4546, PooleCL@michigan.gov
· Bonnie Rockafellow, Education Consultant, 517-373-7861, rockafellowb@michigan.gov
· Catherine Smith, Supervisor of Program Preparation and Continuing Education, 517-335-0874, smithcb@michigan.gov

· Sue Wittick, Higher Education Coordinator, 517-241-0172, witticks@Michigan.gov

