Michigan Department of Education

 Professional Preparation and Development Unit Update

December 3, 2004

Specialty Preparation Standards and Endorsement Changes

· For reference, an updated copy of the following document will be sent with this DARTEP Update:  Timeline for Response to SBE Adoption of Teacher Preparation Standards/Guidelinesfor Endorsements on Michigan Teaching Certificates, 1997-2004. (Sue Wittick)

Proposed Changes to Administrative Rule

· Revisions to the Administrative Rules Governing the Certification of Michigan Teachers have been proposed.  The draft includes updates from the Revised School Code (including the MTTC) and clarification of language for consistent application of rule.  A variety of focus groups have provided feedback on the proposal this fall and a revised draft will be available for public review and comment next spring. (Cheryl Poole)

Initial and Periodic Specialty Program Approval 

· Volunteers are needed to assist with the review of specialty programs in all areas.  A volunteer form is available on the web: http://www.michigan.gov/documents/Reviewer_RegForm6_66740_7.03.doc  (Bonnie Rockafellow, Steve Stegink, Sue Wittick)

Future Periodic Review
· Institutions were asked to indicate preferences for continuing review by the State, NCATE, or TEAC in November.  They will be asked to confirm their review option next spring after the new NCATE and TEAC State Partnership Agreements have been finalized. (Catherine Smith)

Teacher Mentoring and Induction

MDE and MSU partners have developed many new resources to support the development of strong induction and mentoring programs in Michigan.  The "Advocating Strong Standards-based Induction for Teachers" (ASSIST) Web-site was designed as a resource for use during the induction period. New teachers, administrators, and mentor teachers will find helpful tools, resources and information to support induction and mentoring. Seasoned, long-tenured teachers will find information that will keep them up to date. You can review the materials at the temporary home site url: http://cedcsg-186.user.msu.edu/ASSIST/temphome.htm
The first of three awareness conferences to introduce this site and prepare experienced teachers and administrators will occur January 21-23, 2005.  Professional associations will be making participant nominations for this conference.  Additional conferences will take place in the northern lower peninsula and the southeast regions of the state during 2005.   (Bonnie Rockafellow)
Statewide Professional Development Plan

· Cheryl Poole has begun work on the development of a statewide professional development plan to systemically guide professional development opportunities in Michigan schools.  Check out the upcoming issues of Leading Change to further your knowledge of all the great professional development initiatives occurring across the state. (Cheryl Poole)
Updating the Entry-Level Standards for Michigan Teachers

· Several changes to wording in the Entry-Level Standards for Michigan Teachers (ELSMT) are being considered to better integrate topics related to special education and technology throughout the ELSMT. These will be posted on the OPPS webpage and sent out for public comment in December. (Bonnie Rockafellow)

Michigan Test for Teacher Certification

· Test item development conferences will be held by National Evaluation Systems December 1-3 for the Physical Science (DP), Music Education (JQ), Business, Management, Marketing, and Technology (GQ); Marketing Education (GM); and Dance (MH) tests.  (Steve Stegink)

For further information from the Professional Preparation and Development Unit, please contact:

· Cheryl Poole, Professional Development Consultant, 517- 241-4546, PooleCL@michigan.gov  

· Bonnie Rockafellow, Education Consultant, 517-373-7861, rockafellowb@michigan.gov   

· Catherine Smith, Supervisor of Professional Preparation and Development, 517-335-0874, smithcb@michigan.gov  

· Steve Stegink, Higher Education Consultant, 517-241-4945, steginks@michigan.gov

· Sue Wittick, Higher Education Coordinator, 517-241-0172, witticks@Michigan.gov 

· Claudia Nicol, Secretary to Bonnie Rockafellow and Cheryl Poole, 517-335-1151, nicolc@michigan.gov
· Dana Utterback, Secretary to Catherine Smith, 517-335-4610, utterback@michigan.gov 

· Elsie Wiltse, Secretary to Steve Stegink and Sue Wittick, 517-241-3960, wiltsee@michigan.gov
