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Specialty Preparation Standards and Endorsement Changes

(Bonnie Rockafellow, Steve Stegink, Sue Wittick)
· Committee work is proceeding on the elementary standards. A revised proposal for elementary program standards will be posted on the web in the next few weeks for review and response: http://www.michigan.gov/mde/0,1607,7-140-6530_5683_6368-33926--,00.html 

· Committee work is proceeding on the Revised Entry-Level Standards for Michigan Teachers. After the committee finishes their work, the newly proposed standards will posted again on the web for review and comment.

· Standards development has begun for Guidance and Counseling programs.  

Initial and Periodic Specialty Program Approval (Bonnie Rockafellow, Steve Stegink, Sue Wittick)
· OPPS consultants are working diligently to finalize approval of all outstanding specialty programs. We appreciate the responses received from all institutions that still have programs operating under “pending approval.”

· A pilot proposal for periodic specialty program review (2005-2012) based on outcome data will be initiated on May 4, 2006, for selected institutions offering teacher preparation programs in the following areas:  cognitive impairment (SA), emotionally impairment (SE), and/or learning disabilities (SM).

Plans for Unit Review (NCATE, TEAC, and State) (Sue Wittick, Catherine Smith)

· A pilot proposal for periodic unit review (2005-2012) based on outcome data relative to the 7th of the Entry-Level Standards for Michigan Teachers will be held on May 12, 2006.  Although only representatives from institutions choosing State review are required to attend (Adrian, Alma, Cornerstone, Hillsdale, LSSU, Marygrove, MTU, Olivet, Siena Heights, UD-Mercy, UM-Dearborn, and UM-Flint), ALL Michigan teacher preparation institutions are encouraged to attend and to contribute to the sharing of ideas and current practices. A letter of invitation will be sent to all the institutions shortly.

· The Superintendent of Public Instruction is reviewing the proposed NCATE State Partnership Protocol.  After his comments have been received and after NCATE has responded to several concerns and questions, the revised draft protocol will be shared again with Michigan’s NCATE-accredited institutions.

· Institutions with questions about NCATE unit or SPA review are encouraged to communicate with Sue Wittick so that the responses can be shared with all the affected institutions.

· Institutions that chose TEAC for their reviews during the 2005-12 review cycle are asked to identify benchmark dates in progress towards an Inquiry Brief by May 24, 2006.

· The deans and directors all received a short query about the use of the CEPI new teacher data including teaching locations for the first three years of teaching. We need to know how institutions used the data, any issues or concerns, and any changes needed as we plan to for this year’s distribution of CDs.

Applications for Approval of Principal Preparation Programs (Cheryl Poole)

· Senate Bill 673 which would provide for voluntary certification of Michigan school administrators was unanimously passed by the Senate Education Committee on September 15th.  It is still with the House Education Committee. See http://www.legislature.mi.gov/(l4yx3zbzknkwdm45zfqqfo45)/mileg.aspx?page=BillStatus&objectname=2005-SB-0673 

· ASSIST Principals ’ Academy - A one-day academy to introduce principals and other administrators to the ASSIST web-based tools and resources and provide basics for planning for comprehensive induction is scheduled for Friday, April 21, 2006, 8:30 a.m. – 3:00 p.m. at the James B. Henry Center for Executive Development, MSU. Visit the ASSIST website at    MACROBUTTON HtmlResAnchor http://assist.educ.msu.edu
 to see the agenda, explore the tools on the ASSIST Website, and to register. You may also register by phone at 517.353.8950.

Michigan Test for Teacher Certification (Steve Stegink)
· Item review conferences will be held by National Evaluation Systems May 10-12, 2006, for new MTTC tests in: Cognitive Impairment (SA), Learning Disabilities (SM), Spanish (FF), French (FA); and Japanese (FL).  

· Plans are underway for developing new test objectives for emotional impairment (SE), Autism (SV), Bilingual (Y series), and English as a Second Language (NS).  It is expected that the objective review conference for those new tests will occur in November/December 2006.

Vocational Teacher Preparation  (Sue Wittick)  

· A new application form and review process has been developed and will be posted on the web shortly.  

· All teacher preparation institutions that wish to recommend candidates for any vocational endorsements on provisional or professional teaching certificates needs to apply for program approval by June 1, 2006.  

· All teacher preparation institutions that wish to recommend candidates for Interim Occupational Certificates also must apply for approval of programs by June 1, 2006.
Alternative Routes to Teacher Certification (Catherine Smith) 

· A searchable web-based database indicating alternative routes to teacher certification by Michigan teacher preparation institutions can be viewed on the web:  https://mdoe.state.mi.us/arc/  

· There will be a process for annual updates and institutions are encouraged to check the database for accuracy.

For further information from the Professional Preparation and Development Unit, please contact:

· Cheryl Poole, Professional Development Consultant, 517- 241-4546, PooleCL@michigan.gov  

· Bonnie Rockafellow, Education Consultant, 517-373-7861, rockafellowb@michigan.gov   

· Catherine Smith, Supervisor of Professional Preparation and Development, 517-335-0874, smithcb@michigan.gov  

· Steve Stegink, Higher Education Consultant, 517-241-4945, steginks@michigan.gov 

· Sue Wittick, Higher Education Coordinator, 517-241-0172, witticks@Michigan.gov 

· Claudia Nicol, Secretary to Bonnie Rockafellow and Cheryl Poole, 517-335-1151, nicolc@michigan.gov
· Dana Utterback, Secretary to Catherine Smith, 517-335-4610, utterback@michigan.gov 

· Elsie Wiltse, Secretary to Steve Stegink and Sue Wittick, 517-241-3960, wiltsee@michigan.gov
* * * * *  EDUCATION LEGISLATION UPDATE  * * * * *

Changes in Status from 2-3-06 Update to DARTEP

· Senate Bill 327 would amend the Revised School Code (MCL 380.1531) to establish additional reading instruction requirements for the renewal of all provisional teaching certificates or the advancement of the teacher's certification to professional certificate, beginning July 1, 2007.  See: http://www.legislature.mi.gov/mileg.asp?page=getObject&objName=2005-SB-0327 
Status:  passed by the Senate and Senate, presented to the governor for signature on 4/4/2006 

*************************************************************************************

No Changes in Status from 2-3-06 Update to DARTEP

· “Academic Freedom” bill, HB 5251, would require K-12 educators to promote the scientific method and critical thinking skills in their lesson plans.  See: http://www.legislature.mi.gov/mileg.asp?page=getObject&objName=2005-HB-5251 

Status:  introduced in the House, referred to House Education Committee

· Senate Bill 443 proposes “If an individual holds a valid Michigan teaching certificate, the individual is certified to teach in sixth grade regardless of whether his or her teaching certificate is an elementary level teaching certificate or a secondary level teaching certificate.  See: http://www.legislature.mi.gov/mileg.asp?page=getObject&objName=2005-SB-0443 


Status:  introduced in the Senate, referred to Senate Education Committee

· Senate Bill 57 would ensure that “all pupils enrolled in the elementary grades would participate in at least 30 minutes of physical activity per school day or 135 minutes of physical activity per school week.  See: http://www.legislature.mi.gov/(c3zbririugims5m03zjfgfmo)/mileg.aspx?page=BillStatus&objectname=2005-SB-0057 


Status:  introduced in the Senate, referred to Senate Education Committee

· Senate Bill 93 encourages schools to provide a comprehensive character development program for pupils in each grade level it operates. See http://www.legislature.mi.gov/mileg.asp?page=getObject&objName=2005-SB-0093
Status:  passed by the Senate, referred to Committee on Government Operations
· Senate Bill 247 would amend the School Code to “include special education personnel in requirements for State Police and FBI criminal history checks and require a school district, public school academy, or nonpublic school to notify an applicant if a criminal history check revealed a felony conviction or a conviction of a misdemeanor involving sexual or physical abuse.”  See http://www.legislature.mi.gov/mileg.asp?page=getObject&objName=2005-SB-0247 

Status:  passed by the Senate, referred to House Committee on Education

· House Bill 4395 would, for purposes of tenure, specify that the word “teacher” also applies to an individual who holds a valid teaching certificate with an endorsement in guidance and counseling and is employed for a full school year as a school counselor by any board of education or controlling board. See: http://www.legislature.mi.gov/mileg.asp?page=getObject&objName=2005-HB-4395
Status:  introduced in the House, referred to House Education Committee

· House Bill 4439 and Senate Bill 204 are related to the regulation of speech-language pathologists.  See: http://www.legislature.mi.gov/mileg.asp?page=getObject&objName=2005-HB-4439 

Status:  introduced in the House, referred to House Committee on Health Policy 


and http://www.legislature.mi.gov/mileg.asp?page=getObject&objName=2005-SB-0204 

Status:  introduced in the Senate, referred to Senate Committee on Health Policy

Find out more about Michigan education legislation ONLINE at:

http://www.michiganvotes.org/, or

http://www.legislature.mi.gov/
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