PROFICIENCY RATINGS 
Since the mid 1980s the foreign language profession has been measuring the oral language skill in terms of proficiency ratings established by the American Council on the Teaching of Foreign Languages (ACTFL). 
The ratings are based on the performance of specific linguistic tasks or functions as measured during an Oral Proficiency Interview (OPI) conducted by a trained interviewer.  The ratings are divided into four major categories: 
Novice, Intermediate, Advanced, and Superior.
These categories are further sub-divided into 
Low, Mid, and High.
Thus, an interviewee might be rated a Novice High, Intermediate Mid, or Advanced Low for example.  In recent years, ratings have been developed for the writing skill as well; these ratings parallel the oral proficiency in format.
The following outline provides basic information about the four main proficiency levels.
	Novice Level
	
	Communicates with learned or memorized material

	
	
	Limited to basic situations

	
	
	Able to list and enumerate

	
	
	Communicates on word/phrase level


	Intermediate Level
	
	Creates with language

	
	
	Asks and answers questions

	
	
	Initiates, minimally sustains, and closes in a simple way basic communicative tasks

	
	
	Communicates on sentence level


	Advanced Level
	
	Narrates in past, present, future

	
	
	Describes

	
	
	Converses in a participatory fashion

	
	
	Initiates, sustains, and closes a  wide variety of communicative tasks

	
	
	Communicates with paragraph-length connected discourse


	Superior Level
	
	Hypothesizes

	
	
	Provides supported opinion

	
	
	Participates effectively in most formal and informal conversations on practical, social, professional, and abstract topics


RATIONALE FOR USING PROFICIENCY RATINGS 

FOR CERTIFICATION
The Michigan Standards for Teacher Preparation Committee has decided that teacher candidates need to perform at a certain minimum proficiency level in order to be certified.  In this way the Michigan Standards for Teacher Preparation Programs will parallel the standards recently developed and approved for NCATE accreditation. The minimum proficiency level varies according to the language in question. 

MINIMUM PROFICIENCY STANDARDS FOR 
WORLD LANGUAGES

I.
Advanced Low Proficiency

The rating of Advanced Low has been established as the minimum proficiency level for the speaking and writing skills for teachers of French, German, Spanish, Portuguese, and Italian.  The Advanced Low proficiency level means that the teacher candidate can do the following with the language: 

· participate actively in most informal and a limited number of formal conversations on activities related to school, home, and leisure activities, and to a lesser degree those related to events of work, current, public, and personal interest

· narrate and describe in all major time frames (past, present, future)

· combine and link sentences into connected discourse of paragraph length
· handle the linguistic challenges presented by a complication that occurs within a routine situation or communicative task

· be understood by native speakers unaccustomed to dealing with non-natives

II.
Intermediate High Proficiency

The rating of Intermediate High has been established as the minimum proficiency level for the speaking and writing skills for teachers of Arabic, Chinese, Hebrew, Japanese, Korean, and Russian.  The slightly lower proficiency level for these languages reflects the fact that it takes English speakers almost twice as long to learn these languages than it does for the languages that employ a Roman alphabet and whose linguistic systems are closer to English.  The Intermediate High proficiency level means that the teacher candidate can do the following with the language:

· handle successfully many uncomplicated tasks and social situations requiring an exchange of basic information related to work, school, recreation, particular interests, and areas of competence although hesitation and errors may be evident

· ask and answer questions on topics such as personal information covering self, family, home, daily activities, interests, and personal preferences, as well as physical and social needs, such as food, shopping, travel, and lodging

· be understood by native speakers accustomed to dealing with non-natives

· can narrate and describe in major time frames, using connected discourse of paragraph length, but their performance of these tasks will exhibit one or more features of breakdown, such as a significant amount of hesitation, the disintegration of connected discourse, the misuse of cohesive devises, and/or a reduction in breadth and appropriateness of vocabulary.  Gaps in communication may occur.
Emily Spinelli

University of Michigan-Dearborn

MINIMUM PROFICIENCY STANDARDS FOR 
BILINGUAL PROGRAMS 

The rating of Superior has been established as the minimum proficiency level for the listening, speaking, reading, and writing skills for teachers in bilingual programs in two languages: English and the second teaching language.  
The higher proficiency level for bilingual teachers reflects the fact that these instructors must teach in the core content areas in both English and the second language.

The Superior proficiency level means that the teacher candidate can do the following with the language: 

· explain and describe events, persons and places in detail

· narrate fully and accurately in all time frames 

· provide a structured argument to support an opinion and construct hypotheses 
· discuss abstract topics especially those related to their particular interests and special fields of expertise

· use precise vocabulary and intonation to express meaning and often show great fluency and ease of speech
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