Michigan Department of Education

 Professional Preparation and Development Unit Update

October 5, 2007
Specialty Preparation Programs 

(Bonnie Rockafellow, Steve Stegink, Sue Wittick)
· Educational Technology Programs

Modifications/additions to the educational technology standards have been drafted for consideration by the Professional Standards Commission for Teachers on October 18th.  The changes focus on preparation to teach in an online environment which will help prepare in-service teachers for implementing the high school Merit Curriculum. The additional standards might be addressed in the additional two credits now required by Administrative Rule for additional endorsements.  
· Elementary Programs

Proposed standards will be considered by the professional Standards Commission for Teachers on October 18th.  The tentative date for presentation to the State Board of Education is January 8, 2008.

· Professional Standards for Michigan Teachers 

Rubrics are being drafted for the remainder of the Professional Standards for Michigan Teachers.  The tentative date for presentation to the State Board of Education is March 11, 2008.

PA 118 Reading Requirement for Renewal of Provisional Certificates and New Professional Certificates (Bonnie Rockafellow)
· Public Act 118 required completion of a three credit course of study for all provisionally certified teachers.  The effective date was changed by the legislature to July 1, 2009, according to PA 32 and the additional three credit course is no longer needed for renewal of provisional certificates.  See http://www.legislature.mi.gov/documents/2007-2008/publicact/htm/2007-PA-0032.htm 
· For a listing of approved courses (and those in development), see http://www.michigan.gov/documents/mde/PA_118_responses_class_list_177829_7.pdf 
· Teacher preparation institutions may offer this required, advanced reading course as part of the 18 credit hour planned program.

· Online courses must also have appropriate field experiences.
Applications for Approval of Principal Preparation Programs (Donna Hamilton)

· Applications submitted in August are in final stages of review.
· The application deadline is January 18, 2008.
Grants for Improving Teacher Quality (Donna Hamilton)
· Thirteen grants were awarded for projects to be completed 2007-2009

· The next round of Requests for Proposals (RFPs) is awaiting NCLB reauthorization.

Access to LearnPort (Donna Hamilton)
· In partnership with MDE, Michigan Virtual University has created Michigan LearnPort, a professional development web portal for teachers, administrators and paraprofessionals.  Teacher education faculty within Colleges of Education and faculty teaching content methods and curriculum to preservice teachers in other Colleges of teacher prep institutions now have access to LearnPort.  These faculty can use LearnPort resources with their preservice teachers in their courses and in their support to student teachers. 

· To access LearnPort, go to www.learnport.org and follow the steps for a new user (login name and password).  When asked to click on a root organization, use the drop down menu to choose the “preservice teachers” category, use “select” to get to the section where you provide demographic information. Then, follow the instructions and you will be able to use the web portal.  If you have difficulty, go to mivuhelp@mivu.org.
Michigan Test for Teacher Certification (Steve Stegink)
· Evaluation Systems group of Pearson is a new title that is beginning to replace National Evaluation Systems, Inc. (NES).  NES, Inc. was purchased by Pearson earlier this year.  Testing materials will continue to bear the NES logo for awhile but eventually a Pearson-specific logo will be commonplace.
· On October 13, 2007, new and updated tests become operational for French, Japanese, and Spanish endorsements.  Refer to the MTTC website (www.mttc.nesinc.com) for objective framework and study guide material.
· Content area experts are needed for test development in Russian, in Modern Standard Arabic and Arab Culture, and in Physical or Other Health Impairment.  If you want to participate or want to recommend colleagues, please contact Crystal Collins at Evaluation Systems Group of Pearson, 413-256-0444; or, Steve Stegink, SteginkS@michigan.gov. 

Professional Development Strategic Plan (Donna Hamilton)

· See http://www.michigan.gov/documents/PD_Strategic_Plan_-_final_5-9-06_160726_7.doc
· Plans for pilot testing of the Individual Professional Development Plan are in development.
First Aid/CPR (Sue Wittick)  

· Medic First Aid (MFA) and the American Safety and Health Institute (ASHI) were recently approved as additional suppliers of first aid and CPR courses.
· Approved courses are posted on the web:  http://www.michigan.gov/documents/mde/CPRProvidersC_A_8.31.07_207216_7.doc 
Accreditation of Teacher Preparation Institutions (Bonnie Rockafellow, Steve Stegink, Sue Wittick)

· At a meeting held in Lansing on September 24th, Superintendent Flanagan expressed his intention to require that all teacher preparation institutions become accredited by either NCATE or TEAC.

· Superintendent Flanagan will present his recommendations for “Teacher Preparation Policy and Process Changes” to the State Board of Education (SBE) on October 9th.  These recommendations take into account the work of his Teacher Preparation Policy Study Group.  The agenda for the SBE meeting is posted on the web:  http://www.michigan.gov/documents/mde/October_9__2007_Agenda_210112_7.doc 
· Michigan and NCATE have been working together to ease the process of SPA review.  
· A joint Michigan/NCATE Memo of Understanding related to expectations for the review of specialty programs for Michigan institutions will be sent to each SPA.  

· The agenda for the MACTE fall conference on October 5th will feature presentations on NCATE and TEAC.  The event will be held at Saginaw Valley State University, following the DARTEP meeting.
· The Professional Standards Commission for Teachers is analyzing the NCATE and TEAC accreditation processes to assist in the translation of accreditation reports to state approval of institutions and specialty programs.
For further information from the Professional Preparation and Development Unit, please contact:

· Donna Hamilton, Education Consultant, 517-241-4546
· Claudia Nicol, Secretary to Bonnie Rockafellow and Donna Hamilton, 517-335-1151, nicolc@michigan.gov
· Bonnie Rockafellow, Education Consultant, 517-373-7861, rockafellowb@michigan.gov   

· Catherine Smith, Supervisor of Professional Preparation and Development, 517-335-0874, smithcb@michigan.gov  

· Steve Stegink, Higher Education Consultant, 517-241-4945, steginks@michigan.gov
· Dana Utterback, Secretary to Catherine Smith, 517-335-4610, utterback@michigan.gov 

· Elsie Wiltse, Secretary to Steve Stegink and Sue Wittick, 517-241-3960, wiltsee@michigan.gov
· Sue Wittick, Higher Education Coordinator, 517-241-0172, witticks@Michigan.gov
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