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Specialty Teacher Preparation Programs (Thomas Bell, Bonnie Rockafellow, Steve Stegink)
Elementary Program Standards (Bonnie Rockafellow)
  

Timeline change!!  In order to accommodate the invoice procedures all program documentation for review must be at the Office of Professional Preparation Services (OPPS) by November 1, 2009 for the early adopters review in the February 2010 cycle.

November 1, 2010 is the date for submissions for all remaining Elementary Certificate program review documentation to facilitate reviews in the February 2011 cycle.
The approved standards, and materials for submitting elementary certificate programs are available at: 

http://www.michigan.gov/mde/0,1607,7-140-6530_5683_6368-184085--,00.html
The Professional Standards for Michigan Teachers (PSMT) matrix is complete and posted at: http://www.michigan.gov/mde/0,1607,7-140-6530_5683_6368-33331--,00.html
The Elementary Certificate Program Advisory Panel will be meeting April 21, 2009 to discuss concerns regarding the review process.  If you have specific concerns please let Bonnie Rockafellow know so she can add them to the agenda of this meeting.
Reviewer preparation plans have been designed to accommodate the large number of reviewers this review will require.  Teams of five individuals are needed from each institution.  There are three conferences tentatively scheduled for preparing elementary certificate program reviewers: Central Michigan University (capacity 80) on September 28, 2009; Wayne State University (capacity 80) on September 25, 2009; and Northern Michigan University (capacity 25) on October 12, 2009. Registration forms will be sent in the spring.
Professional Standards for Michigan Teachers Standards are available at:
http://www.michigan.gov/documents/mde/PSMT_SBE._Approved._5.13.08WebA_236811_7.pdf
  

A PSMT matrix format for use with the Elementary Certificate Program review is available at:  http://www.michigan.gov/mde/0,1607,7-140-6530_5683_6368-33331--,00.html
Social Studies (Thomas Bell)

The revised standards for the preparation of teachers of social studies (RX), economics (CA), geography (CB), history (CC), and political science (CD) will be presented to the SBE for initial review at the April 14, 2009 meeting.  Following the meeting, a web presentation and field review feedback will be available on the MDE website.  Notification regarding the availability of the web presentation and the field review materials will be sent when they are available.  Please pass these materials along to colleagues in the content areas.
The revised endorsement standards for the RX, CA, CB, CC, and CD are written to provide in-depth content preparation that aligns and is above and beyond the content in the Michigan Curriculum Framework inclusive of the Grade Level Content Expectations and the High School Content Expectations for social studies. Further, the committee has purposefully integrated components of the PSMT specifically elements incorporating assistive, adaptive, and innovative technology as well as pedagogical practices into various components of the content standards.  Finally, the committee is recommending that Social Studies no longer be offered as a minor at the elementary level.  A draft timeline for the approval and implementation of the standards is currently being prepared.
Educational Technology Standards (NP) (Thomas Bell)
The Educational Technology Standards (NP) were approved by the SBE in May 2008. The MDE will be conducting a peer review conference for all Teacher Preparation Institutions (TPIs) wishing to offer the NP endorsement in November 2009.  Program applications are due by August 1, 2009 and fees for the review must be paid by September 1, 2009 in order to be included in the initial field review.  No new candidates should be admitted to programs under the old NP endorsement standards as of September 1, 2010.  Institutions will not be able to recommend candidates under the old NP endorsements standards after July 1, 2013.
Institutions that currently have an approved NP program will only need to provide documentation for the revised portions of the standards and/or any additions or changes in the program.
Institutions that do not currently have an approved NP program must complete a full and complete Specialty Program Application and provide documentation for all of the elements within the standards.
Seventh Standard Summit (Thomas Bell)
The Seventh Standard Summit will be held at Eastern Michigan University on May 1, 2009 from 10:00am until 3:00pm.  The purpose of the Summit is to enhance dialogue from institutions to create a consistent standard of assessment for the seventh standard of the PSMT.  Institutions may send up to two (2) representatives, knowledgeable and able to speak on behalf of current practices regarding the assessment of the seventh standard.  An official letter of invitation has been sent out by Dr. Flora Jenkins to all of the Deans and Directors. Please note, Institutions identified in the SBE Performance formula as Low-Performing or At-Risk are required to participate.
Michigan Nontraditional Route Teacher Certification (MNRTC)
The MNRTC proposal is being drafted by the Professional Standards Commission for Teachers (PSCT).  It is anticipated that in May the MNRTC draft proposal will go to the SBE for information and discussion.  Then based on feedback from SBE members a draft document will be available for field review.
Early Childhood Standards (ZA) (Bonnie Rockafellow)
Revisions to the Early Childhood Standards (ZA) were approved by the SBE at the September 9, 2008 meeting.  The revised standards are available at:
http://www.michigan.gov/documents/zastandards_15754_7.doc
  

Timeline change!!  In order to accommodate the invoice procedures all program documentation for review must be at the OPPS office by November 1, 2010 for review in the February 2011 cycle.
Grants for Improving Teacher Quality (Donna Hamilton)
A second round of applications for Title II A(3) Improving Teacher Quality grants will be accepted until April 24, 2009.  The same three categories are available:
  

· Partnerships for professional learning opportunities in English language arts, mathematics, science and social studies;
· Partnerships for professional learning opportunities that result in highly qualified status or endorsement for special education teachers assigned to grades 6-12; or
· Partnerships for professional development to increase the skills of middle school pre-algebra and algebra teachers, and/or high school algebra teachers to instruct students of all ability levels.
Technical Assistance information is on the MDE website.
  

Grant criteria for the 2009-10 cycle are being developed.  A fourth category addressing writing instruction is being considered.  Watch for submission of grant criteria and categories to the SBE.
  
Applications for Approval of Principal Preparation Programs (Donna Hamilton)
The deadline for submitting revised applications of Principal Preparation programs is April 24, 2009.  The next cycle of reviews of Principal Preparation Programs will begin on June 5, 2009 when new applications from institutions are due. 

  

Central Office Administrator Standards (Donna Hamilton)
Standards for the preparation of Central Office Administrators were approved by the SBE on March 17, 2009.  The application for review of programs from institutions is on the MDE website.  The next cycle of reviews of Central Office Administrator Preparation Programs will begin on June 12, 2009 when applications from institutions are due.
Michigan Test for Teacher Certification (Steve Stegink) 
· Michigan Test for Teacher Certification (MTTC) registrants may look forward to increased access to test dates and methods of delivery as we move into the new five year testing contract.  Beginning October 2009 there will be a fifth paper and pencil test administration during November.  Information about specific date will follow in August 2009.  Beginning October 2010 computer assisted testing will occur in selected test fields at up to six additional months in a year.  More details will follow as details are agreed upon.

· Certified K-12 teachers and post-secondary faculty interested in participating in the MTTC test development may apply to the testing contractor for consideration.  The application process is described at the MTTC recruiting web site:
http://www.mirecruit.nesinc.com/
· An updated Russian MTTC, an updated Latin MTTC, and a first-time-in-use Arabic (Modern Standard) MTTC will become operational during October 2009. All world language MTTC tests are being updated or developed to assess reading, writing, and listening proficiency; teacher preparation institutions will assess speaking proficiency.
· An updated Physical or Other Health Impairment MTTC will become operational during October 2009.
· Updated MTTC tests for Hearing Impairment and Visual Impairment will be developed after Administrative Rules for Special Education in these areas are approved. 

· URGENT: The MDE continues to need Michigan K-12 teachers with Russian language endorsement and Russian teaching experience in Michigan schools to assist with updating the Russian MTTC. Contact Steve with your recommended contacts.
· Other MTTC tests currently under production are:
· Basic skills subtest – mathematics [Anticipated first operational use: October 2013]
· Early Childhood [Anticipated first operational use: October 2012]
· Elementary Education Test 1 (English/language arts and world languages, social studies, visual and performing arts) [anticipated first operational use: October 2013]
· Elementary Education Test 2 (mathematics, science, health education, physical education) [anticipated first operational use: October 2013]
· Speech [anticipated first operational use: October 2010]
  

· TPIs are reminded that the process for removing test fields from official MDE reports begins with the verification roster that TPIs receive from the testing contractor.  If a TPI observes that the verification roster contains test takers scheduled for tests in endorsement areas not available at a TPI, then those test takers may be designated on the verification roster as “not eligible”. 

· TPIs are reminded that MTTC passing percentages reported in the cumulative percentage passing column are a record of the “best attempt” recorded for a test taker during the reporting interval.  The cumulative percentage passing does not represent a numerical accumulation of the number of times that a test taker has taken a particular test. Consequently, T PIs that keep their own records based on adding up the number of times a test taker takes a test before eventually passing the test will likely observe that MDE’s official cumulative percentage passing values are higher than a TPIs own in-house record.
· TPIs are reminded that affective with the July 2009 MTTC test administrative the five year "look-back" for MTTC content test validity period for MTTC content area tests is date-to-date.  As stated in administrative rule R 390.1115 (3), for the purpose of initial certification, authorization, or endorsement passing test scores on the state teacher preparation content area tests are valid for 5 years from the date of testing.  This means, test takers who passed tests during July 2004 must use those tests for certification purposes by July 31, 2009.  Test takers from January 2004 and April 2004 who were previously advised that they had until the end-of-calendar year 2009 to use 2004 MTTC results for certification purposes must be informed they have until July 31, 2009, to use those 2004 test results for purposes of certification.
· A test taker’s individual MTTC score reports are only authorized for use in issuing teaching certificates and endorsements.  In keeping with MTTC Rules of Test Participation, a test taker must provide additional acknowledgement for any other use or release of individual MTTC score reports.  Aggregate MTTC performance reports that do not name or identify individual test takers may be used for teacher preparation program review.
Professional Development Strategic Plan (Donna Hamilton, Bonnie Rockafellow)
See Michigan’s Professional Development Strategic Plan at: http://www.michigan.gov/documents/PD_Strategic_Plan_-_final_5-9-06_160726_7.doc
· Plans for pilot testing of the Individual Professional Development Plan (IPDP) are being finalized for fall 2009.  Please contact Donna Hamilton if you know of schools with staff interested in using a draft template of an IPDP for helping new teachers.
Accreditation of Teacher Preparation Institutions (Thomas Bell, Bonnie Rockafellow, Catherine Smith, Steve Stegink,)
· The Michigan protocols for state partnership can be seen at:
· NCATE: 

http://www.ncate.org/documents/stateProtocols/MI/State%20Protocol.doc
· TEAC:
http://www.michigan.gov/documents/mde/TEAC_PROTOCOL_2008_258593_7.pdf
Performance Score, Survey Information (Catherine Smith, Steven Stegink, Dana Utterback)
  

· Principal feedback is being summarized at a State level for reporting to the SBE this summer.

· Teacher Preparation Institution will receive performance scores by April 5, 2009.
Teacher Preparation Institution Invoices for Reviews (Dana Utterback)
  

· A “program” is based on endorsement standards and may include all levels of certification.  If the endorsement has different standards for elementary and secondary certification an institution will be billed for each.
· Once a program is approved, any program changes or additional options requiring additional review will be billed.
· Payments are due upon receipt of invoice, and expire 6 months from invoice date.  Once an invoice expires the institution is required to submit a new program application.
  

Professional Preparation and Development Contacts:
  

Catherine Smith, Supervisor, 517/335-0874, smithc15@mi.gov
Dana Utterback, Departmental Technician and Catherine’s assistant, 517/335-4610, utterbackd@mi.gov
Bonnie Rockafellow, Education Consultant, 517/373-7861, rockafellowb@mi.gov
Donna Hamilton, Education Consultant, 517/241-4546, hamiltond3@mi.gov
Claudia Nicol, Secretary to Bonnie and Donna, 517/335-1151, nicolc@mi.gov
Steve Stegink, Higher Education Consultant, 517/241-4945, steginks@mi.gov
Thomas Bell, Higher Education Consultant, 517/241-0172, bellt1@mi.gov
Elsie Wiltse, Secretary to Steve and Thomas, 517/241-3960, wiltsee@mi.gov
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