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Office of Professional Preparation Services
DARTEP Update
October 2, 2015 
WHAT’S NEW

1. Contacting the Michigan Department of Education/Office of Professional Preparation Services

It has come to our attention that some emails containing attachments are not being received. As such, if you send an email with an attachment to EducatorPrograms@michigan.gov and DO NOT receive a confirmation reply email, please notify Dana Utterback immediately. 
The confirmation email should read: 
This confirms receipt of your email to the Office of Professional Preparation Services. Your request will be processed as soon as possible. Please do not reply to this e-mail. If you need assistance, you may contact Dana Utterback at UtterbackD@michigan.gov.
If you send an email to Office of Professional Preparation Services (OPPS) staff, which include attachment(s), and you do not receive a response within 2 business days, please contact the staff member(s) directly by email (excluding attachments) or by phone to confirm receipt.  
2. The OPPS has made changes to the Certification Officer and Administrator Program Listings on the website.

· Certification Officers contact information, and approved Administrator Programs are now included in the MOECS/ProPrep database located at:  https://mdoe.state.mi.us/moecs/PublicProPrep.aspx 
Separate listings are no longer available on the website. All corrections/updates for Certification Officers should be sent to Dana Utterback at utterbackd@michigan.gov, the administrator program list is updated when such programs are approved.
3. Educator Preparation Institution (EPI) Performance Score Updates
a. EPI Performance Score Overview Video 

· The OPPS will offer a special EPI Performance Score Overview video that will be available on the OPPS website by Monday, October 19, 2015. The Overview will feature dates of component score data collection, data file review and appeals windows, and reporting, as well as the estimated date for the final score reports. Specific changes to survey collection business rules, and report look-and-feel will be presented, as well as a new system for secure transfer of data (see below). Please note that there will be no Referent Panel committee activity this year.

· As a follow-up to the EPI Performance Score Overview, a special question-and-answer webinar will be offered on Thursday, October 22, 2015, from 9:00 AM to 10:30 AM. More details will follow from OPPS, including a registration link for the webinar.
· During the Overview and again during the webinar, OPPS will unveil a new system of secure data transfer using the Michigan Department of Education Extranet site, provided as an extension of our SharePoint data management tool. This system will require some information from our EPI partners, including e-mail addresses of intended recipients of overall and component score data, program approval correspondence, and information related to accreditation. If you are willing to help OPPS test the new system, please contact Phil Chase at chasep2@michigan.gov or (517) 241-3960.
b. EPI Performance Score Overview Document
· Since it is important that EPIs plan available staff time for activities related to the annual EPI Performance score, a companion document to the overview, showing general dates and date ranges for component score data collection and “appeals windows” for data file review, will be made available for download from the OPPS Web site by Wednesday, October 7, 2015.
c. 2015 Spring/Summer Survey Data

· All 2015 Spring/Summer survey data has been sent out to your institutions contact(s) on September 23, 2015.  EPI’s have until October, 9, 2015 to review and forward any appeals regarding your data to Educatorprograms@michigan.gov, if you have questions regarding how the data was sorted/coded feel free to contact Dana Utterback at utterbackd@michigan.gov. 
 
4. CAEP Accreditation 

a. New Facebook Group for “CAEP Accreditation in Michigan”
· This new Facebook group “CAEP Accreditation in Michigan” is designed as a forum to share innovations and ideas related to CAEP Accreditation for Michigan educator preparation programs. 
· This group is also designed as a space to ask questions and get advice from colleagues working through the accreditation process as well as the opportunity to tap into the knowledge and experience of colleagues who gone through CAEP accreditation. Please search Facebook groups for “CAEP Accreditation in Michigan” or contact    Dr. Catherine Wigent at WigentC@Michigan.gov.  
b. Site Visits 
· Many thanks to EPIs for sharing accreditation site visit dates/timelines with our office. We are working to create a master calendar of site visits in an effort to ensure all site visits are supported by a State representative. Please contact CAEP to schedule or reschedule your site visit. Please also notify Katie Schmiedeknecht at SchmiedeknechtK@michigan.gov if your site visit date changes.
· We have recently come across challenges with the accreditation cycle/timeline. Regardless of pathway, there is an approval process which follows the site visit (http://caepnet.org/accreditation/caep-accreditation/decision-process). This process takes some time, as the panel meets only twice a year: April and October. Therefore, we recommend that you schedule your site visit well in advance of the panel meeting. If you have questions about your specific timeline, please email Glenda Breaux at glenda.breaux@caepnet.org.
c. Draft Elementary Teacher Education Standards 

· CAEP’s Steering Committee for the Revision of the Elementary Education Teacher Preparation Standards completed the first draft of the standards. The revised standards will eventually replace the current 2007 ACEI “Standards for the national recognition of elementary teacher preparation programs.” (CAEP website)
Please use the link below to access the information related to the Draft Elementary Teacher Education Standards and the feedback survey: http://caepnet.org/standards/k-6-elementary-teacher-standards
5. Preparation Program Information: Elementary Education Endorsement (ZG) 
Recently we communicated a new approval process for EPIs seeking to gain approval for Elementary Education endorsement (ZG) programs. Please contact Catherine Wigent at WigentC@michigan.gov for questions or assistance prior to completing the application.
6. Improving Teacher Quality Grants

The next round of applications for the Title II A(3) Improving Teacher Quality Competitive Grants Program for the 2015-2016 cycle will be announced in early October at: http://www.michigan.gov/mde/0,4615,7-140-5683_5703-137803--,00.html
A technical assistance session is being planned for mid-October. The anticipated deadline for submitting electronic applications will be in mid-November 2015, which will allow enough time for grant writers to work with the local school district partners to identify their professional development needs and plan their project proposals.  If you have further questions, please contact Donna Hamilton at HamiltonD3@michigan.gov. 
REMINDERS
1. Educator Preparation Institutions (EPIs) should not admit students into new programs until such programs have been approved by the OPPS.
2. Diagnosis and Remediation of Reading Courses: The Required Reading Course Application is available at: 
http://www.michigan.gov/mde/0,4615,7-140-5683_6368-146967--,00.html
The Michigan Department of Education (MDE) no longer accepts letters from EPIs substituting or waiving course work for individual students. For inquires related to special circumstances, please contact Dr. Sean Kottke at KottkeS@michigan.gov.   

3. According to the revised school code (380.1531d), candidates recommended for initial teaching certificates must hold a valid certification in the areas of first aid and cardiopulmonary resuscitation. Please see the following link for information on the legislative requirements and the list of MDE approved providers: http://www.michigan.gov/mde/0,4615,7-140-5683_14795-75289--,00.html. Additionally, please ensure all candidates recommended for initial teaching licensure to the MDE hold valid certification cards at the time of application and subsequent recommendation for certification. 
4. MDE/EPI Distribution Lists: If you have staff changes within your Education Office, including certification officers, please contact Katie Schmiedeknecht at SchmiedeknechtK@Michigan.gov to update our distribution lists accordingly.  
5. EPI Certification Officers must submit certification change requests to Kathy Curtis at CurtisK2@michigan.gov.
6. For questions regarding the Title II annual reporting, please contact Jim Gullen at (517) 373-1925 or GullenJ@michigan.gov.

7. If you wish to have someone added or removed from the DARTEP Listserv, please contact Rueben Rubio at RubioR@arbor.edu.


OPPS Staff Contacts
http://www.michigan.gov/mde/0,4615,7-140-5683-22288--,00.html
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